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A fresh, intriguing look at the stories behind great toy inventions, by Don Wulffson and illustrated by

Laurie Keller."Originally, Play-Doh only came in white. There's a good reason for this. You see,

Play-Doh didn't start out as a toy. It started out as a product for cleaning wallpaper."Have you ever

wondered who invented Lego, Mr. Potato Head, or toy trains? In Toys! are the fascinating stories

behind these toy inventions and many others. Learn why the see-saw was popular with the

Romans, how the Slinky was used during the Vietnam War, and the reason Raggedy Ann has a red

heart on her chest that says "I love you." From dolls and checkers to pinball and the modern video

game, there's a wide selection here for boys and girls alike.With humor and wit, this intriguing book

serves up slices of cultural history that will inspire young readers to start thinking up their own toy

inventions.
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Here is a book that can be read and enjoyed by "children of all ages." Although I purchased it when

it first appeared (in 2000) and have since read it with grandchildren ranging in age from two to

twelve, I never gave much thought to reviewing it until recently when one of the grandchildren

borrowed it to read to a friend who was staying overnight. I'm told that the friend later purchased a

copy and also shares it with friends. I guess Emanuel Rosen and Seth Godin (as well as countless

others) would characterize this as an example of BUZZ. The concept for this book, written by Don



Wulffson, is simple...and brilliant: Briefly explain the origin of several of the most popular toys. They

include The Slinky, Lego, Mr. Potato Head, Silly Putty, toy soldiers, Checkers, Play-Doh, and

kites.Did you already know that"Slinky's most recent accomplishment was in outer space. Bunches

have gone aboard space shuttles. The purpose: to test the effects of zero gravity on

springs.""Playing with a four-sided top called a dreidel is a Hanukkah tradition. Each side has a

Hebrew letter, and the letter on which the dreidel falls determines of the player wins the

prize.""Ironically, after becoming a popular toy, many practical uses have been found for Silly Putty.

Mechanics use it to clean equipment, dry cleaners to remove lint, and zookeepers to make casts of

animal footprints for purposes of identification.""Before the Christian era, the Greeks and Arabs

made mechanical toys powered by air, water, or mercury.""In Europe during the Middle Ages, a

`hobby' was a high-spirited, medium-sized breed of horse.""When China's first emperor, Ch'in Shih

Huang Ti, died in 210 B.C., he was buried with eight thousand life-size toy soldiers.
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